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PURPOSETo obtain the titled colorless or substantially white polymer having a high MW and a small dispersion and containing no polymerization 
catalyst, by polycondensing lactic acid and/or glycolic acid in the presence of an inorganic solid acid catalyst. 

CONST!TUTION:Lactic acid and/or glycolic acid which are selected according to the purpose of use are polycondensed at 100-150 deg.C and a 
pressure of 350-30mmHg for at least 2hr in the absence of any catalyst to obtain a low- molecular (co) polymer of a MW of 2,000-4,000. Lactic acid 
and/or glycolic acid selected according to the purpose from among lactic acid {a highly concentrated aqueous solution), glycolic acid (an aqueous 
solution) and said (co)polymer are polyconensed at 1 50-250 deg.C and a pressure of 30-1mmHg for at least 10hr in the presence of 0.5-30wt% inorganic 
solid acid catalyst (e.g., acid clay) in, optionally, solvent (e.g., water) to obtain a (co) polymer of lactic acid and/or glycolic acid of a weight- average MW 
>=about 5,000 and a dispersion of about 1 .5-2. 
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